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The following laws pertain to Thermostats but also may cover other mercury products. 

*Special thanks to John Reindl, Dane County WI for assistance.

	State
	Summary
	Specifics
	Status

	California

 AB 1369
Sales Ban/Disposal Law
	The sale of mercury thermostats is banned starting January 1, 2006, under this act added to an article in the Health and Safety Code relating to hazardous waste.  The act also prohibits the landfilling of mercury thermostats by the same date.
	· Exemptions are made for blind or visually impaired people or in manufacturing or for industrial purposes.
	Signed into law 
9-21-2004

	California
R-97-08
(see section 66273.8. pg. 23)

Disposal Ban 
	Starting February 9, 2006, regulations from 2001 expired, allowing certain mercury containing products to fall under the category of hazardous waste and be banned from regular trash.  The ban will be upheld through voluntary compliance.  Maximum fines for disposal of these products are $25,000 per day per violation.  The banned items can be disposed of at no cost during household hazardous waste events held 2 to 4 times a year, or to permanent collection centers. 
	· Items covered by the ban include thermostats, common batteries, aerosol cans, fluorescent tubes and bulbs, thermometers, and all electronic devices that contain a circuit board.  This includes cell phones, telephones, microwave ovens, computers, printers, television and computer monitors.
	Original 2001 regulations allowing mercury containing items to not be counted as hazardous waste were allowed to expire on February 8, 2006.

	Connecticut

HB 5539
Sales Ban Law
	The law restricts the sale of mercury-added products by decreasing their maximum allowable mercury content over time. A phase out of mercury-added products is mandated according to the amount of mercury found within each respective product. The bill requires mercury-added products and their packaging to be labeled as to their mercury content. Manufacturers of mercury-added products are required to develop and implement plans for their collection and recycling and report to DEP on the system's effectiveness. The collection requirements do not apply to certain products.  Also according to the law, the commissioner may implement a comprehensive program for public education, outreach and assistance on mercury issues as of July 1, 2002.
	· The phase-out initially bans products exceeding one gram (or 250 parts per million) of mercury as of 7/1/2004 to ultimately banning products exceeding 100mg (or 50 parts per million) of mercury by 7/1/2006.  Exemptions can be granted for federal requirements and for products if found to benefit public health or have no feasible or cost-appropriate alternative.  

· As of July 1, 2003, no mercury-added product shall be for sale unless the manufacturer has submitted a plan enabling the collection of those products, also subject to exception.

· On and after July 1, 2003, no vocational dental education or training school shall use mercury amalgam unless the school has implemented a plan approved by the commissioner.

· As of July 1, 2004, any mercury-added product is banned from sale unless the product is labeled, subject to exception.

· Law is based on the NEWMOA model.
	Signed into law 
5-3-2002

	Illinois

Public Act

 93-0165
HB1530

Sales Ban Law
	Beginning July 1, 2004, no mercury fever thermometer or mercury added novelty may be sold, distributed, or given as a promotional gift.  


	· All mercury fever thermometers including those provided in hospital new baby gift packs.  Exempts mercury fever thermometers sold to, or used in, a health care facility.

· No mercury fever thermometers may be manufactured in Illinois.

· No mercury-added novelties may be sold or distributed for promotional purposes unless the mercury is solely within a button-cell battery or fluorescent light bulb.
	Signed into law 
7-10-2003

	Illinois

Public Act 93-0964
SB 2551

Sales Ban Law
	Bans purchase or acceptance of mercury containing materials or equipment for use in primary and secondary schools.  Bans selling or offering for final sale, use or offering for use, distribution for promotional purposes or offer of distribution mercury-added switches or relays in Illinois unless granted an exemption by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.  The IL EPA was required to adopt rules for processing exemption requests.  The IL EPA modified its rules governing universal hazardous waste to include mercury switches and relays.


	· Prohibits the purchase or acceptance of materials or equipment containing mercury in primary and secondary school classrooms beginning July 1, 2005.

· Includes mercury switches and relays sold individually or as a product component. Excludes switches and relays used (1) in medical diagnostic equipment regulated under the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act; (2) at electric generating facilities; (3) in thermostats to sense and control room temperature; (4) or required under federal law or federal contract specifications. Also excluded are replacement switches and relays for a product in use before July 1, 2007 if the larger product is used in manufacturing, or the switch or relay is not physically separate from other components in the larger product.
· IL EPA adopted rules for processing exemption applications.  The rules can be found at 35 Illinois Administrative Code Part 182.
	Signed into law 
8-20-2004 

	Illinois

Amendment to HB 1102
Education Law


	An amendment to HB 1102, which relates to a number of general government powers and was introduced on January 5, 2006, states that solid waste management districts are granted the power to conduct educational programs under IC 13-20-17.5 
	· The education programs can provide information to the public concerning the following:  Reuse and recycling of mercury in mercury commodities and mercury-added products; collection programs available to the public for mercury commodities; and mercury-added products.
	Signed into law

 4-24-2006

	Louisiana

SB 615
Sales Ban Law
	Bans the sale of mercury thermometers, dairy and gas manometers, novelties and bulk mercury products for schools, to phase out the mercury-added products, 
	· Starts with products with more than 1,000 mg of mercury, to require labeling of mercury-added products, to require manufacturer notification to the state of mercury-added products and related provisions.
	Signed into law as Act 126 on 

6-2-2006



	Maine

LD 2004
Sales Ban Law
	The law prohibits the sale of new mercury thermostats for use in residential and commercial buildings, effective January 1, 2006.  Exemptions are made of thermostats used as part of a manufacturing process and thermostats used by a blind or visually impaired persons.  A manufacturer of mercury-added thermostats may apply to the commissioner prior to January 1, 2003 for an exemption under specific conditions.
	· The Commissioner of Environmental Protection was required to summarize the mercury products data provided under the manufacturer notification law and, by January 1, 2003, to submit a report to the Legislature with recommendations for reducing the use of mercury in products.  
	Signed into law 
7-25-2002

	Maine

Title 38

16B - 1663

Disposal Ban
	The law bans the disposal of mercury-added products and requires all mercury-added products to be recycled. This ban and recycling requirement already applies to mercury-added wastes from businesses and municipalities. It applies to households as of January 1, 2005.
	· The disposal ban covers thermostats, thermometers, mercury containing switches, mercury containing medical or scientific instruments, mercury containing electric relays or other electrical devices and mercury containing lamps
	

	Maine

LD 1901
Collection Requirement Law

H  - 806
Amendment 
	The original LD required manufacturers to establish at least 100 collection centers for mercury thermostats, including at solid waste transfer stations if requested by the municipality.  Thermostat wholesalers were required to serve as a collection points for mercury thermostats.  LD 1901, however, was amended to only require manufacturers to provide incentives and information for promoting the recycling of thermostats in the state.   
	· New amendment requires that wholesalers who sell any thermostats serve as collection centers for mercury thermostat recycling or participate with such a collection center. 

· A manufacturer that has complied with amendment H-806 will not be liable for improper disposal from purchasers or consumers of thermostats.
	Signed into law 
4-14-2004

	Maine

LD 1792
Collection Requirement Bill
	The law requires all manufacturers of mercury-containing thermostats to be responsible for the collection and recycling of their mercury thermostats. It requires manufacturers to pay a $5 minimum financial incentive payment for each mercury thermostat returned.  The ME DEP is to develop a two-phased plan, through a stakeholder process, that specifies the incentive to be paid to contractors and service technicians (by January 1, 2007) and homeowners (by August 1, 2007). Retailers are prohibited from selling ANY thermostats from non-compliant manufacturers. 

	· The law contains an annual performance goal of recapturing 125 pounds of mercury per year within two years after Phase 1 begins– equaling a goal of removing 70% of all mercury thermostats from buildings in Maine.  

· There is a second annual goal of 160 pounds of mercury per year within three years after Phase 2 begins – equaling a goal of removing 90% of all mercury thermostats.  
· The law complements a law already in effect as of January 1, 2006, that prohibits the sale of mercury-added thermostats in Maine, and another that bans wholesalers from selling any thermostat unless they collect mercury thermostats.
	Signed into law

 4-10-2006

	Maryland

SB 772
Sales Ban Act
	Prohibits a specified marketer from selling or providing a thermostat containing mercury to a consumer; requiring the Department of the Environment to make a specified report to the Governor and specified legislative committees on or before October 1, 2007, relating to the statewide collection, reclamation, and recycling of all products containing mercury; requiring the Secretary of the Environment to convene and consult with a specified advisory group in preparing the report.
	The report to the Governor must include the following: 

· Information on current recycling programs.

· Information on incentives and pilot programs designed to improve Maryland's rate of exclusion of mercury-added products from the landfill and incinerator waste streams.

· Efforts to educate the general public regarding the health and environmental impacts of mercury-added products.

· A summary of measures utilized in other states regarding mercury programs and education and projections regarding the probable level of effectiveness of these measures in Maryland. 

· Departmental recommendations for actions
	Became law without the Governor’s signature as Chapter 56 on

 4-8 2006 

	Massachusetts

BWP-00-011
Material Separation Law
	Incinerators accepting more than 250 tons of waste per day are required to develop a Materials Separation Plan for the removal of mercury-bearing products and other toxic components designated by the Department of Environmental Protection.  These Plans were due July 5, 2000.  The Department and the Municipal Waste Combustor (MWC) will work to reach an agreement on the specific activities to be included in the MSP for approval by the Department.
	· Each MWC facility must perform four consecutive quarters of inlet testing to determine the uncontrolled mercury concentration in its flue gas before the Materials Separation Plan is implemented

· Each MWC facility must document in annual progress reports its efforts and progress in separating materials containing mercury from its waste stream. 
	Signed into law
1-5-2000

	Massachusetts

H4670
Amendments
Sales Ban Act
	On or after October 1, 2006, no mercury added product shall be offered for final sale or use or distributed in the commonwealth without prior notification in writing by the manufacturer of the product to the department through IMERC within 30 days of the product’s release. On or after May 1, 2008, mercury added thermostats will be banned from sale in the commonwealth, along with other selected mercury-added products.  Other mercury products such as mercury switches will be phased out one year later, subject to exception.  Disposal of mercury added products will also be banned as of May 1, 2008.  
	· As of January 1 ,2007, no motor vehicle can be sold that contains a mercury switch, nor can a mercury-added switch be newly installed in an existing motor vehicle.

· Every automobile manufacturer shall implement a recycling and general containment plan for mercury added-switches from end-of-life vehicles. 

· On or after October 1, 2006, no primary or secondary school shall purchase for use in a classroom elemental mercury, mercury compounds, or mercury added instructional equipment and materials.

· As of February 7, 2007, an Interstate Mercury Education and Reduction Clearinghouse shall be established at the Northeast Waste Management Officials Association.  
	Signed on 

7-28-2006

as Chapter 190, Acts of 2006.

	Massachusetts

BWP-01-04
Emissions Testing Law
	The DEP promulgated regulations to reduce air emissions of designated pollutants, one being mercury, from municipal waste combustor (MWC) units. An MWC facility is required to conduct compliance tests for mercury emissions during each quarterly compliance period. However, facilities are allowed to apply for a limited waiver from the 0.028mg/dscm mercury standard to MWC unit(s) if they meet certain criteria. 
	· The regulation allows MWC facilities which comply with the mercury emission limit in each quarter for eight consecutive quarters the option of compliance testing every nine-months, however, if the MWC facility does not demonstrate compliance during any nine-month compliance test, quarterly testing shall resume.
	Signed into law 
8-21-1998

	Michigan

HB 4035
Labeling and Sales Ban Law
	Beginning January 1, 2006, a manufacturer of thermostats containing mercury or a mercury compound intended for sale or for use shall label it a thermostat containing mercury and shall provide cleanup instructions if a spill, leak, or discharge occurs.  Beginning January 1, 2010, a person shall not sell or offer for sale a thermostat containing mercury or a mercury compound in the state.
	
	Introduced on 
1-27- 2005. Referred to Committee on Natural Resources, Great Lakes, Land Use, and Environment.

	Michigan

SB 0158
Disposal Limitation Law
	Would ban the landfilling or incineration of a variety of mercury containing products, including thermometers, thermostats, switches, novelties, fluorescent lamps and mercuric oxide batteries.
	
	Introduced February 3, 2005 and referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs

	Minnesota

115A.932 Disposal Limitation Law
	A person may not place mercury products such as a thermostat, thermometer, electric switch, appliance, gauge, florescent lamp, medical or scientific instrument, in to a solid waste facility or a wastewater disposal system.  Became effective January 1, 2002.
	
	Signed into law
4-26-2001

	New York

S 04469
Sales Ban Law Chapter 145, Law of 2004 Chapter 676, Law of 2005
	The sale and distribution of certain mercury-added products are prohibited in phase-out periods starting September 4, 2004 and ending by January 1, 2008.  Manufactures and trade associations dealing in mercury-added products are required to report certain information to the Department of Environmental Conservation.
	· Law includes thermostats, thermometers, switches scientific instruments, electrical devices, batteries, lamps and novelty mercury products.

· Environmental Conservation Law was amended to dictate the phase-out of mercury products up through 2008.

· The ban on mercury thermostats is set for January 1, 2008 pending on a ruling by the Commissioner that non-mercury thermostats available are comparable in price, performance, and accuracy to mercury thermostats.
	Signed into law 
9-16-2005

	North Carolina

HB 1269 (Includes provisions of HB 1531)

Sales Ban Legislation
	The Environmental Review Commission may study measures to reduce the quantity of mercury that is released into the environment, including prohibitions on the sale of certain mercury‑containing products, prohibitions on the use of mercury in primary and secondary education, labeling of certain mercury‑containing products, State purchase of products that contain no mercury, and public education on the hazards of mercury release and proper methods of mercury disposal.  
	· If the Environmental Review Commission undertakes this study, it may refer to the mercury reduction and education measures set out in the First Edition of House Bill 1531, as introduced to the 2005 General Assembly and mercury reduction and education measures adopted by other states.

· HB 1531 bans the sale of specific products, including novelties, thermometers, vehicle switches, and blood pressure manometers, restricts the sales of thermostats, requires labeling of fluorescent lamps, and bans the purchase of bulk mercury or mercury compounds for schools.
	Passed the 3rd reading in the House on August 30, 2005. In the Senate, it was referred to the Committee on Rules and Operations on 

5-9-2006.

	Ohio

HB 583
Sales Ban Legislation
	Prohibits the purchase of mercury or mercury-added measuring devices by schools, and prohibits the sale and distribution of mercury-containing thermometers, mercury-added novelties, and mercury-containing thermostats, to establish certain exceptions from the prohibitions, and to establish other requirements concerning mercury and certain mercury-containing products.
	
	Introduced on 5-24-20096and assigned to the Economic Development and Environment Committee.

	Oregon

HB 3007
Sales Ban Law
	This law was the replacement for law HB 2816 prohibiting the sale of mercury fever thermometers, mercury-added novelties and motor vehicles containing mercury light switches. HB 3007 prohibits the sale of novelty mercury products and mercury fever thermometers.  Manufacturers of mercury thermostats are mandated to provide programs for the collection of thermostats, as well as to provide incentives for, and sufficient information for, their customers on proper mercury thermostat disposal.  Manufacturers must also create notification process for the disposal of mercury thermostats by HVAC.
	· Manufacturers of mercury thermostats must label those products as such and describe the process of correct disposal.

· Mandates the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality to provide technical assistance to toxics users, conditionally exempt generators, and companies involved in the crushing of motor vehicles concerning the safe removal and proper disposal of mercury light switches from motor vehicles.
· Law prohibits the installation of thermostats that contain mercury in commercial and residential buildings effective January 1, 2006.
	Signed into law
8-8-2001

	Pennsylvania

HB 2658
Sales Ban and Disposal Restriction Legislation
	Prohibits the sale and restricting the disposal of mercury thermostats; and prescribes penalties.  
	· The department is required to develop a 6 plan for educating schools, local governments, businesses and the public on proper disposal methods for mercury thermostats and other products containing mercury.
· The department may levy an administrative fine of us to $500 for each violation.
	Referred to Consumer Affairs on 5-2-2006

	Rhode Island

RIGL 23-24.8 and 
RIGL 23-24.9
Sales Ban/Disposal Limitation Law


	No mercury fever thermometer may be distributed, sold or offered for sale in RI on or after January 1, 2002 (except by prescription.)  

Novelties prohibited from sale in RI beginning January 1, 2003. 

Labeling requirements, a phasing-out of certain mercury-added products depending upon mercury content levels, and collection plan requirements all effective for products sold in RI beginning January 1, 2006. 

Beginning July 1, 2006, no person shall dispose of mercury-added products in a manner other than by recycling or disposal as hazardous waste. Mercury from mercury-added products may not be discharged to water, wastewater treatment, and wastewater disposal systems except when it is done in compliance with local, state, and federal applicable requirements. 
	Effective January 1st 2006:  

· Products containing more than one gram (1000 milligrams) of mercury for mercury-added fabricated products or two hundred fifty (250) parts per million (ppm) of mercury for mercury-added formulated products prohibited from being sold; and

· Labeling required for mercury added products; and 

· Collection plans required for mercury-added products offered for final sale, use or distribution in Rhode Island unless the manufacturer has implemented a system for the convenient and accessible collection of such products when the consumer is finished with them.

· Law is based on the NEWMOA model.

· In December 2005, RI DEM adopted a comprehensive set of regulations governing the sale and distribution of certain mercury-added products in RI.  These regulations can be found on the RI DEM website at:  http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/waste/hgreg05.pdf
· 2005 amendments to RI’s mercury law establish a program for the collection and proper management of switches containing mercury in  motor vehicles. 
	Signed into law July 2001 and later amended in 2003 and 2005.  
 

	Vermont

S 0084
Sales Ban/Disposal Limitation Law
	A ban on the sales of certain mercury products will be enacted that divides mercury products into two sections, those that are banned with opportunity for exemption and those that are banned with no opportunity for exemption.  The existing labeling requirements for mercury-added products and packaging will be modified to expand the types of products subject to labeling. The disposal of mercury-added products in landfills and incinerators will also be banned.  The Department of Natural Resources is required to conduct a study of methods to remove mercury-added components from automobiles, appliances, and similar equipment.  An advisory committee on mercury pollution will report annually to the legislature with recommendations on reducing mercury contamination and risk.  
	· Effective July 1, 2006,  certain products are banned without exemption, including mercury-added novelties, fever thermometers, and elemental mercury.  Dairy manometers are banned as of January 1, 2006.

· Effective January 1, 2007 certain products are banned with opportunity for exemption, including mercury switches, mercury relays, and other devices.

· Schools, dental offices and hospitals must abide by stricter policies regarding mercury elements and products.

· Source separation of discarded mercury‑added products will be required and solid waste management facilities must inform customers of disposal bans and collection programs for mercury-added products.
	Signed into law 
5-3-2005

	Washington

HB 1002
Sales Ban Law


	From January 1, 2004 through January 1, 2006, multiple mercury products are banned from sale. The Department of Ecology is required to petition the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to create a permanent national repository for mercury and also to participate in a regional or multi-state clearinghouse to help implement the requirements of this law.

The Department of Health must develop a mercury awareness educational plan for all state citizens and organizations.
	· Bans the sale of thermometers, blood pressure devices, mercury-containing novelty items, and automobiles with mercury auto switches by, at latest, 2006.
· Bans the sale, installation or reinstallation of mercury thermostats by January 2006 unless the manufacturer of the thermostat participates in a thermostat recycling program.
· After January 1, 2004, all fluorescent lamps must be labeled indicating that product contains mercury and should be recycled.
· Schools can no longer purchase mercury, and must dispose of mercury chemicals by Jan. 1, 2006
· The state General Administration must give preference to purchase of non-mercury items
	Signed into law
7-27-2003 
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